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TO THE MOST RENOWNED AND 
reſplendent moſt wiſe, and indicious, moſt learned and 
loning Patrons of the Greeks tongue : moſt grations 
ſ-pporters of the decayed eſtate of all diftreſſed Greci- 
ans and ſtrangers, Fathers and Bretheren in Chr:#F, 


Governours & Heads of the two famorns & flouriſhing 


Vniverſities of this land in generall, and more in pare. 


ricular to all heaas of Colledges therein, & what ſeexcr 
ſtudents under their protettion , and toall Diviner, 
Phy fitians,and Lawyers: Furthermore to all that beare 
authoritie in the ample anawell governed (ittier: Is 
general to theinduſtrious & ſtudious among the Coms- 

woraltie within the confines of the ener honoured and 


eamired England,profferiie bere,C glory hereafter, 


Eretofore gray-eyed Minerva 
ſpake & propheſied in Athens, 
by the mouthes of learnedGree 
y cians : but how & long before 
thistime 1 fec her ſinging in 
Brittany by the mouthes of 

(92. moſt wiſe Engliſh men ,and 
NJ crowning the ſonnes of Eng. 


ty with all kindes of divers coloured garlands, 
Concerning me, if any man ſhal inqture what might 


be the cauſe, and for whatreaſon I came into this fa- 


mous land, and haue travelted fo farre as this moſt 
illoſtrious and renowned Vniverſitic of Oxford , may 
it pleaſe himto hearethe cauſe, (God himſzlfe will 
witneſſe it to bee true according to this enſuing dif 


courſe), Becauſe the divell perceaucd that his time was 
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but ſhorr, therefore he came into the earth ful of wrath 
and was mouedagainſt theChurch oof God,as a raging 
and angry lyon;according to that which S, Tohn ſaith 
in the Revelation,the 12.Chap.and the 22 verſe, and 
as the Prophet David {peaketh in the BoDPſalme & the 
1.3.verſe, The wild bore out of the woqd hath deſtroy. 
edit,andthe wild beaſts ofthe held have eaten it : and 
againc inthe 843 Plalme, verſe 5, & 6, They haue con- 
ſulred together in heart, and haue made alcage againſt 
thee:The tabernacles.of Edom, and the Iſmalites , &c, 
Right ſo the Greeke Church ar this time ſuffereth, be- 
ing deſtitute of all perſe&tion & knowledge: the cauſe 
of this evillis,the great Turke , that is the king of the 
Turkes doth deſire, and is willing to haue peace with 
all thacare vnder him: bnt ſome of his Magiſtrats are 
very wicked and proud, & by thoſe the Greek Church 
46th ſuffer much miſery: for this reaſon,  neither-can 
there be any ſchoole, neither any Maſter defiring.ro 
reach ſchollers can remaine in one place, Even as ] ſuf- 
fered and knowe: who haue taſted of many kindes of 
milery:now the cauſe ofthis my miſery was this: lin 
my youth deſired much to better my vnderſtanding & 
my learning,remembring that ſaying of Chriſt; ſearch 
the Scriptures,and in themthou ſhalt find everlaſtin 
hite:and thar of S. Paul to. Timothie, In thatthou haſt 
knowne the holy Scriptures ofa child which are able 
zo make thee wiſe vnto ſalvation, And that of Soloms; 
wherethe Lord ſaith inthat thou askeſt wiſdome,only 
and nothing elſe, will-giue thee wiſdome and riches 
therewithall,2nd a king dome greater then al the king. 
domes of the earth: And thatot Davidin the.Pf. 11.9, 
In thy lawes did I meditate; yet by reaſon ofthe defeR 
ofteachers I trayelied through many places in Greece 
that might ſupply that want; profiting in ſome ple= 
. ces more, in ſame lefle:Arlength 1cameto Athens, & 
Rudicd there;now the Capraine of chat place, was an 


Hagaren 


Hagarene,and adeadly.enemy to all Chriſtians which 
dweltat Athens:beſidesthis he was very covetous and 
crucy;vniuſt ang did much wrong to the Athenians; 
by realon whereof the Athenians went to the great 
Furke three ſeverall times, and complained of the in- 
turies which he had offered cthem:wherevpon the great 
Turke tent certaine noble men to hang him;bur by rea 
ſon of his ritches & nobilitie they could not accopliſh 
that they were ſent for. The Captaine vpon theſe c6. 
plaints was greivouſly offended with the Athenians:& 
farcher to ſatisfie his owne greedy deſires he oppreſſed 
many ſtrangers:amongſtthe reſt ſecing mee alſo, who 
was a ſtranger and vnknowne of all : immediatly hee 
layes hands vpon me, diligently examined me concer- 
ning the name ofthe governour of my natiueCountry: 
I an{wered thatit was now almoſt twentie yeares fince 
1left my country for (udy and learning fake; and that 
I had not as yet returned to my country, and therefore 
knew not the name-of the governour thereof, Then he 
anſwered me,if you knowe not your governour , you 
muſt goeto priſon, whether when I came, they clapt a 
paire of bolts ypon mylegs; notlong after the gouers- 
nour called many of the Turkes, who deriue their be- 
pinning from Mahomet, and then hetooke mee out of 
priſon,and brought me before them,and ſaid vnto the 
. beholda Spaniſh traitor. They all cryed out, tis true as 
you ſay,ne is a traiterousSpaniard,as we knowe by his 
beard,for it is long andpicked, andblacke, and his 
clothes arc ofa ſpaniſh _—_—— I did weare. apparel] of 
red colour,ſuch as the chiefc ofthe greeke Monkes vſc 
allo )and ſome of the Chriſtians ſtanding by, made an- 
{wer for meto the Furkes , that this was the viuall ap- 
 parell ofthe berter {01 ref the Greeke Monkes:but the 
Turkes withſtood that, faying,that the Monkes habits 
were madeof courſer cloth, but mine was of finer , and 
ethereforc a ſpaniſh garmen?:this they ſaid,nor that the 
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cloth was indeed finer then that of other Monkes, bur 
that they might vniuſily picke a quarrell & bring ſome 
accuſation,whereby they might puniſh mee. After this 
they began to intice mee ſaying; our Eaſter is neere at 
hand,and ifthou wilt deny thy Chriſt, we promile thee 
(and that we may not deceaue thee as concerning our 
promiſe, wee ſweare)thatif thou wilt become a Turke, 
thou ſhalt greatly honour our feaſt day , and for this 
we will make thee a Centurion, beſides other great hoe 
nours which wait ypon thee, Now itis the manner of 
the Turks when they ſweare,nor to falſlife their words 
and thrice inthis mannerthey temped me;but 1 denied 
themalwaics, tcling them, 'that my care was not for 
honours, but thar 1 deſired rather to die in the ſame re- 
ligion,for which my father and mother died alſo, Then 
one of the governours came, and plucking mee by the 
beard,and the haire ofthe head , buffcted mee, ſaying, 
why, ſecing I curned Turke,waiſt not thou alſo? (for 
before time he had beenea Chriſtian ) I anſwered him 
that I carednot what hee had done, Iallownor of ir. 
Then he threwe me on the ground,and trampled vpon 
my head before all the congregation of Turkes, and 
Chriſtians. And afterwards they ſhur mee vp in cloſe 
ward,meaning after a few houresto bring mce out a= 
gaine topuniſhmene, that for feare of ſtripes I might 
rurne Turke. And certaine chriftian flaues belonging 
to the Captaine, who wereof the weſterne Church, 
came to me ſaying:now is the time that thou ſhalt bee 
ſcourgedto death vnleſſe thouturne, & they beſoughe 
me ſaying,itis bertertodie then turne Turke, Ianſwe- 
red, God forbid, that 1ſhoulddeny Chriſt the true 
God, I wil firſt dic an hundred times in one day before 
I deny my Saviour Chriſt, Then my conſcience faidto 
me inprivate:But can Ithen indure torments even vn= 
to death ?chen my reaſon anſwered, Chriſt was a man, 


and yer he ſuffered on the Crofleto'death, and thar noe 
for 


for himſeclfe, but others, But then I reaſoned againe, 
Chriſt was both Godand man , therefore hee could 
withſtand the terrors of death : but Iamafleſhlyman, 
and perchance I cannot yndergoe the cruell pangs of 
death:but my conſcience ſolved all this doubr, inthat 
the Martyrs were fleſhly men, and finners , yet by the 

race of God were ſirengthned to die,therefore by the 
-—_; grace ſhall Ibe ſuſtained, And inthis cogitation 
I was much comforted, and prevailed in ſpirit, & who« 
ly gaue my ſelfe oyer to ſuffer death : and they lead me 
rcight waiestotheplace ofexecution,and bound me 


hand,and footin maner of acrofſe yponthe earth, as 
appeaceth by this figure, 


Since here-I haue no witneſſes, that for the preſent may 
reſtific the truch of theſe my ſufferings, therefore | call 
the<ccernall father, and God of all, both witnefle and 
judge inthis maner: The eternall God puniſh mee in 
this world and in thatto come, if I haue not thus ſuffe- 
red fromthe Turkes vniuſtly,for my faith in Chriſt, as 
is ynder written, For they laid ontheearth thicke pees+ 
ces of timber hkethe beames of a houſe, and to them 
they bound me,and thenthey began to beat mee with 
ſcourges,as appeares in the figure, Two men dipping 
thcir.rods in ſalt water began to ſcourge me,and when 
the one was lifting vp his hand, the other was ready to 
Rcike, ſothat I couldrakenoreſt, and my paine was 
molt grievous: and {o they continued beating me,ſay- 
:3ng,turne Turke,and we will freethee : but 1] anſwered 
.them,in no caſe,vntill they made me halfe dead: then 
they ceſteda while,ſaying,hee is ſurely very conſtant, 
and will not deny his religion:but we wil tell him that 
wee will let himgoc ifhee will ſay that the Athenian 
Marchants whichare in Venice,ſfent himto betray A- 
thens tothe Spaniards: and then they began to beate 
me onthe feer, ſaying: confeſle that the Athenians 
whichtraffique in Vevice, ſent thee ro-betray Athens 
ro the Spaniarcs,and we will letthee goe: Now the 
Turkes would hauc me beare falſe witnefle againſtthe 
Athenians,that thereby they mighrrakechem,and ſlay 
them for the hatred which was betweene the gover- 
nour,and the Athenians. 1faid nothing-rothis, and ill 
this time I vnderſtood what the Turkes ſaid , but from 
this moment, that is,from that time,in whichthey ſaid 
twice orthrice to me,confeſſe that the athenians ſenr 
thee to-betray athens, I.anſwered nothing, 1vnder- 
Koodnothing,I was perfeAly dead, and foremained 
for theſpace of an houre,and apgaine after an houre,b 
the grace of God | revived. Then the Turks tooke all 

my lubſtance,my bookes I meanc,andiiches,/ &1 ns 
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much in debe , tillbytherequeſt of many noble men 
I was freed from priſon. And after aweeke,they coun- 
felled among themlſclues to take me, and in one houre 
co kill me,or make mee turne Turke by whipping, and 
other rorments: But this laying wait was made known 
to all the Chriſtians, both men and wemen-in Arhens, 
and to mealſo.Then I fled from Athens, and\wandrin 

abroad, found expertMarchants , which knewe well 
both Engtand and many other places : andIinquired 
diligently of chem where I mighe find wiſe men, with 
whom I mightkeepe my religion , and notloofemy 
learning:theytold me,in England you may hauc both, 
forthe Engliſh men lone the Grecians , and their lear- 
ning,andit is a monarchie,where are found'many very 
toneſt,wiſe,and liberall men:bur in Germany, France, 
and Italy,they have continually civill warres, There- 
fore I came in a ſitreight courſe ro England, and came 
through Flanders to Yarmouth in England, where by 
good fortune I'met with the Biſhop of that Dioceſe, 
who examined me ciligently, and found the teſtimo- 
nies, which I brought Hom our Brſhops;and Clergy of 
Peloponneſus,and otherplaces, And heewiththe reſt 
of the miviflerie beſtowed /mony on mee according to 
their faculties, and fentme withletters to Cambridge, 
(for he himſelfe was a Cambridge man ) and the Doc+ 
rors of Cambridge receaued me kindly,and frankly, 8 
Tipent there almoſt one wholeyeare,as the teſtimonie 
of Cambridge canwitneſſe, Then Ifell ficke , thar I 
could ſcarce breath : and rhePhyſitiahs and DoQtors 
counlelled me to goe to Oxford, 5ecauſe (aid they) 
the aire of Oxford is far better,thetharof Cambridge, 
AndſolI came tothis famous Vniverſitic of Oxford: & 
now I live here-ſtudious theſe rmanyyeares. And firlt 
thanke God, who ſent mee to ſuch hone, andlearned 
men,& ſecondly your Worſhip,who are my moſt kind 
benefaRor,and toall other my moſt kind een 
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and toall good and charitable men'and 1 beſeech God 
both day and night, that hee will reſtore an hundred 
fold toyouin this life, and in the life to+- come a 
crowne incorruptible, toyoulſay, and all other 


good men fortheir great goodneſlc and liberalitic, 
Amen, 


eAnt piſtle in commendations of England and 
the Inhabitants thereof. 


Tam conſcious to my ſelfe of mine owne vnworthi- 
neſſe , hauing notſo much as ataſtofthat learning, 
which might make me bold to preſent my lines before 
ſo worthy men:yer becaule(as a wiſe man bath it) ne- 
ceſſitie drivesa man to many a ſhift; Tam therefore 
thus ſet on worke. Our Saviour Chriſt both God and- 
man;zas God doth require ſpirituall honour from the 
ſoules of men,to wit, goodneſle, loue, carefulneſſe to 
performe good —_—— deeds, & the like;accor. 
dingto that of the. Propher David : let eyery ſpirir 
praiſe the Lord:andas $.Paule commandeth', glorific 
Godin your bodie,& in your ſpirit for they are Gods, 
Now as man our Lord requireth ſuch honour, as was 
due vnto that perſon.in him, For ſoit appeareih in that 
queſtion of his vntothe Leper; who of ten that were 
cleanſed, alone returned to render our Saviour thanks. 
Arethere not ten cleanied but whore are thoſe nine? 
ſurely as a wiſe man ſpeaketh, he muſtneeds be ofa ve=- 
rv ingratefull diſpolition, who in marters of kindneflſe. 
can ſuddenly become forgetful], For my owne partif 
there be any ſuch,who for benefits receiued, ſhall nor 
returne ſpeciall acknowledgement alwaies vnto his 
freinds, let him beare that foule note of ingraritude, 
with diſgrace and infamie amongſt men, I my ſelfe for 
ſome yeares haue beene nurſed in this delicious and: 


blisfull Engliſh Ile: ſhould Inotever acknowledge 


this with all thankfulneſſe both to this country, & ſpe- 
cially to your moſt reyerend dignitie,and to your ſelfe 
my kind Maſter and BenefaQtor? I mightiuſtly bee ac- 
counted one of thoſe, Therefore that I may not {ecme 
vngrateful for ſuch great benefits , as much as in mee 
lies, I will ſend forth this ſpeech,and ſo I begin, 
O faire like man,thou moſt fertill and pleaſant coft> 
trie of England, which art the head of the world,indue 
ed with thoſe two faire ejes , the rwo Vniverſities, 
which raineſt downe moſt plentifully milke,and hony, 
T call thee faire-like man,and the head beautified with 
two pleaſant eyes, becauſe heretofore thou didſt ſend 
forth two hornes of the holy church of Chriſt. The firſt 
is Conſtantine the great,that ſecond light of the world 
whotreed ſuch as were held in captivitie for the con« 
ſeſſion of Chriſt, who driued away the miſt of Idolatry 
who was equall even with the Apoſlles , & firſt triume 
hed over the enemies of Chriſt, The ſecond horneis 
holy Helen,who found out that life-bearing croſſe, the 
weapons ofall crue Chriſtians,the moſt holy motherof 
the world, But now,andlong fince thou haſt bin beau- 
tified with two reſplendenteies in thatthou cotaineſt 
the two famous Vniyerfitics, For I cal the two Vniver- 
fities the two reſplendent cies,eyen moſt renowned, & 
moſt beautifull Oxford,with her ſiRer the like renow- 
ned Cambridge. Andifit beelawfull to:comparethe 
world to 4 mans bodie(for a man,accordingto Ariſto. 
tle,is alittle world) ſurely I muſt account England the 
head ofthis body : for itis-even fo divided by the ſea 
from the otherparts of the world asa mans head from 
his body by thenecke. Thou art alſo theplace of re- 
fuge,cventhe hauen of comfort topoore Grecians op» 
reſſed with the tyrannie'of the Turkes: as Dauid ſaics 
in the 83.Pſalme.againſt the arke ofthe covenant, the 
Tabernacles of Edom,and the Iſmalites haue ſer them« 
ſelues &c, Thou bringeſt forth moſt wiſe men, yea 
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moſt yaliant and heroicall captaines. , ( as heretofore 
Greciadid )yca and choſe loucrs of the Greeks, & par- 
rakers.of their former vertues. Now the reaſon of this 
1-will tell you, We read in the hiſtories of Euſebius Bi- 
ſhop of Ceſarea,thar Conſtantine the great,and his ho- 
ly mother Helen were Bryranes , the offpring and 
fAloures of Brittaine:and when Conſtantine. the yrear, 
ruled over the Grecians,as alſo the whole world, then 
his kinsfolke came out of Brytaine to Conſtantinople 
and lived in the preſence of Conſtantine, andlikewile 
the Grecians were ſent into England trom ConFan- 
tinc,and ſorhe Grecians and Engliſh were mingled in 
bloud: And for this cauſe the Engliſhloue the Grecie 
ans,and their learning,and are bcloued of thein more 
then any.other nation, And they partake one of ano® 
cherin many things beſide : For the Engliſh nation 
haue cxcelled in wiſdome,and all keroicall vertues, as 
the Grecians of old did. And they.coediligently,and 
with great ynderſtanding ſearch out the truth(as ſaith 
Paui,bewareleaſt any make aprey of you through phi 
loſophic,and vaine deceit)as the Grecians alſo hereto*® 
fore are accounted to haue done: and they are alſo gi- 
uento hoſpicalitie, and pittie of poore firangers, as 
were theGrecians(as $.Paul ſaics tothe Theflalonians 
concerning brocherly loue.Ineed nor ſpeake :-for you 
are taught this from.aboue :) and they will alſo diefor 
their religion, but never turne from their true worſhi 
of God to any other,asalſortheGrecizns:yea I my ſelte 
was once dead through the cruell ſcourging-of the 
Turkes for che faith of Chriſt,and Ineyer denied Chriſt 
the true God, 

All haile therefore, O moſt worthy England: for 
thouart a Virgin, which was never brought into thrale 
dome by any king,alchough thou haſt beene ſometime 
humbled,yer thou waſt never captivated: and as thou 
art a Virgio,ſo the motheralſo of many wiſe men, yee - 
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yaliant captaines, and heroicke warriers, Thus 
much be ſpoken of England, which ofno 


other can ſo truely be verified 
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